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grown. A man broke his back when thorn branches swept
him off the lorry. Harradigit was a wide bare balleh, with
an eagle shuffling round after a snake on the rocks near
the brush. At one side of the three thorn-covered wells
in the middle, two wrinkled old men, half naked, sat
mourning. Now and then groans issued from some perished
sound box in the middle of their bony frames. We enquired
of them the occasion of their suffering, and the old men
replied :
" The lions have been to this water and the cattle are too
frightened to drink." But when Ali Nur sat down at the
well-side and offered them a basin of milk, the two old men
perked up and said, now they were strong again, that
they would be able to go back to British Somaliland.
" But that's a long way," I said, " and you are incredibly
old."
" You are wrong," answered the two old men, patting
£ their parchment   bellies. "We are young now that we are
full."
Two others, Ethiopians, came strolling across the balleh
out of the bush. They were tall, handsome young men who
lived at Gurati camp. They had been out shooting. A
tigrit was slung across the shoulders of one of them. Most
of the Ethiopians in the Ogaden were good game shots.
We took them to Gurati, two kilometres farther on, where
was another balleh, pierced by three shafts in the rock.
The water in these holes, they calculated, would last
them fifteen days, and after that they would have to with-
draw. Men reached the water by clambering down long
poles. Ato Kidane, with about sixty rifles, held the last
outpost in the area of parched ballehs ; but his camp had
room for far more and he assured me that when the rains
returned they would come back in great force. Kidane
gave me tea in his hut, and, to delight me, incense from
a tree that grows around Harradigit was burnt in a brazier by
the doorpost.
Next morning we were back in Daggahbur, where the
telephone was again working with Jijiga. Malion invited
me to breakfast on a rice dish, half-way between porridge
and kedgeree, very tasty. He explained that soldiers eat
this in the morning when they expected to eat nothing
through the day : otherwise they eat nothing in the morning.

